She Dad o i adiel an g o, et gl DA L LSRRG i 8 Ml ol S



ARCHAELOGY, HISTORY AND DISTINCTIVE FOLK

TRADITIONS OF RURAL AREA OF MURSHIDABAD,
WEST BENGAL

Price : Rs. 150/- only

AWAIM  :  Y¢ |PT, Y059

RAEARE . gfefEe Ay

bR : ool 2R MR I

A=V . el

Pyl DO 1 /TSy, Sl SR (11 et

CIRRIER || 327957 || IARRM-983503
(T | 008YR-IEUIEY / HB8O8IEVOEY

E-mail : aakaashpublishers@gmail.com

ISBN . 978-93-84383-70-1
Rmpn:  seobim



2T (BANCIG! LABA @ Fm At || e ITwgIoneT S8
Wﬁ"{"@ﬁ‘ﬁ\?mﬁ@?m ¥ mﬁQ Str
TOTI TG SR || AN SHGIG 3¢

TR 8 A T 438 GO o{F sAffs 936 Rezrged 1|

G 31 00
z SPYATTAAL || AT AR ob

AR 76 9T A IS || ©. e (Tt 8
a7 IO T AT 11 ORI @TE 8¢
NS CPR || S IR AR 85
m 5GSF WE (| GNfNel 45 @)
n SFrETEN || SNGFAFAA €8
n 2 Qfoy @ Teen (v - J || wfeferr Tee ¢q
/ﬁmwmmmﬁ Rt e A e ol
R || wfEferIg W
B XTER S IR Ao || A v
n IfOAMANAIT A
B QNI TP SIS A4 || . Il LA NG
s DU || g aed e
B @ ARDS (1 56




ol : R TRy Ao e
oY

Gl TER ey R | RIS QIR T S | IS P
2fogemet TLET 26T A sipepyetifRt e ey s Rfes
oI 3o AT AT s | CRISIeT FEITES 2ets 3 Jo
o5 SIS O TGRS o1E) i PG HEs, Ao R ARE
BRI GF #12 2N IR Mo 2y~ (R GRAFTIR I SIS
A AR & T IR o S| (o 2 | 355 JAl @R U IR
IR (AT FJAITACIA TS (7 | Ol CTIE SICER XIS Ry e
@ENWTWWWW,@?WWWWWM
e T I | S OReaTds RS ARIG- 4TS AT = (¥F
457 0151 *123 (hill station) AT QUEATRE, SR TSR HLAGTATS
e G PR ALR#AIE! (White town) ST STARE | ORI AL
AR 6 SR TR Sy ~Aeo1e) et 2 SR W (S
HIEH a8 2T ol 3 | g &SR (eioe Siive IeTren GO Ut
ST (RGTI TGS ... CATPH BTN A @#ifATaiics qigife
T TSRA! (AR TR I e 15 TN (O A ‘boundary’ FCH 0

Y



Vi, ' ;

5 f3 < " e

*PONDERING
THE PAST

Vol.1 |

““Paschimbanga Anchalik Itihas O Loksanskriti Charcha Kendra




Pondering the Past

A Collection of Research Articles on History

Vol. I

First Published 2018

Copyright © Paschimbanga Anchalik Itihas O Loksanskriti
Charcha Kendra 2018

No portion of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted by any
means in part or whole by any method of reproduction or copying
whether electronic/digital or otherwise, without the express, prior and
written permission of the author and the publisher. The responsibility
for the facts stated, opinions expressed and conclusions reached is
entirely that of the author of the publication and the Paschimbanga
Anchalik Itihas O Loksanskriti Charcha Kendra, as a body, accepts no

responsibility for them.
ISBN 978-81-934244-4-5

Published by
Malay Das for
Paschimbanga Anchalik Itihas O Loksanskriti Charcha

Kendra, Madhyakalyanpur, Baruipur, Kolkata - 700 144
anchalikitihas@gmail.com

Printed at

. .S. P. Communications Pvt. Ltd,
31 B, Raja Dinendra Street, Raja Ram Mohan Roy Sarani,
Kolkata — 700 009

Price -

RS.[RS-‘?T,OE -




Public Health at Colonial Crossroads: 177
All India Institute of Hygiene and Public Health
and Singur Rural Health Survey

Shamita Sarkar

Buddhism in Late-Colonial Bengal: 187
A Historical Overview

Karabi Mitra

From Schools to Clubs: 200

Circulation of Hockey and Tennis
in Colonial Bengal

Basudhita Basu

Women Empowerment: 209
A Process to Combat Gender Violence

Pradipta Mukhopadhyay

emsahib’s Memoirs on the Revolt of 1857 219
Moumita Datta

/P@lg the Tiger and the Bengali Women: 225
Circus and the Alternative ‘Masculinity’

in Colonial Bengal
Arijit Kundu

The Hindu Code Bill: its Evolution 234
and the Debate surrounding it (1946-51)

Sudeshna Mitra

Sindoor Fetish in Hindu Culture 244
Anindita Chatterjee

Politics Melted in Music: 255
Towards Constructing History

Priyadarsee Chakraborty



Taming the Tiger and the Bengali Women-
circus and the Alternative ‘Masculinity’ in

Colonial Bengal

Arijit Kundu

[ntroduction:

There is the conception among environmental historians that a
geo-space is divided into two opposite binary division — wild area
and human habitat area. Always there is an interaction between
these two spaces. Environmental and ecological historians
recently made several studies on the animals in wilderness in
historical sequence. They mainly focused how the wildlife was
influenced by human’s understanding towards them. Mahesh
Rangarajan in ‘History and Theory’ claimed animals have ‘rich
histories’." In the course of understanding history of animals in
colonial India, one can witness British policy towards eradicating
the ‘pest’ like elephants, tigers, wild boars on the one hand; and
on the other, their late inclination towards preserving wildlife.
While, elephant, wild boar, dog, cheetah, lion became the subject
matter of the discipline of history, however, the history of tigers
in public sphere with an entertainment value is neglected by
historians” in colonial India in general and Bengal in particular.
I'have divided my present paper into two sections. In the ﬁr.st
section, | intend to look at the tiger, as it was represented 1n
colonial Bengal, especially in late 19" and early 20" centuries.
Parallel to this, the image of the middle-class Bengali people In
the public world during the same time frame, would §mely
gz;sgr;t a strik.ingl)./ contrasting picture, not on the tirmsctoetritslzfcl;
tagg:dogl.cal identities, but on the terms of the ¢ f:jould e
0 focuwuh kticnt ln. the second SECHor of my p-ape‘rr’cus by these
S the sharing of a certain space, that s CIrcus: %3 "5 o

and the significance of this human-animal interaction
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CHANGING PERCEPTION OF Z0OOS IN INDIA: A HISTORICAL STUDY
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ABSTRACT

Humans captured wild animals for their pleasure from the ancient period. Western Europea i
modern system of collection of wild animals which was termed as menagerie and later bl:g” couniries developed the
zoological garden’ or 'z00'. The coming of colonial British rule in India and its interest in theZurZirefp:pwa.r s
the formation of zoological gardens in several urban centres of India from the nineteenth cent o orfem‘ et
entertained by watching different exotic animals from a safe distance without going IofOres:: ”’;1 oﬂwalrds, Public now 'gel
based on iron cages with little scope of space for the wild animals. Later on, especially affer‘ !heeI::er }:Zs -~
been a rapid upsurge of zoos in several parts of India. The design of these zoos are founded with ne’;v'j'deze;;:: Z:s
aaer

open air space, concepl of park and safari. This paper wish to locate the rise and transformation of zoos of India i
z na

historical time span.

KEYWORDS: Menagerie, Zoo, Enclosure, Design, Safari, Zoological Park, Wild Animals

INTRODUCTION

The anthropocentric bent of history, nowadays, has got its critiques from a tremendous number of historians. The animal

historians brought out various unknown hidden past of humans through studying animal or animal spaces. From pre-

historical period, human are living with non-human animals. They have domesticated animals for utilitarian perspective,

but gradually they invested pastime by capturing and captivating several non-humans animals. In early civilisation of

Greece, Egypt, China, the kings collected exotic animals for their pleasure. In India, from ancient time, there was concept

d wealthy Jains of the various

here this sect is prominent. The Indian ancient kings kept deer and peacocks in the gardens of their palaces. In the
d in their royal palaces, wild

of ‘pinjarapole’ —an asylum for animals’ of keeping aged or crippled animals by rich an

owns wi
d, Mughal rulers and other Rajput kings had their own royal hunting gardens an

medieval perio
use in hunting.' These animals acted as the §

animals like lions, cheetahs, etc. were kept for the

ruler and it meant the king had the power over w
popular entertainment gained well developed form in the n

ymbol and prestige of the

ilderness. But during colonial rule in India, the cruel manner of

showcasing the caged wild animals for ame of menagerie and

princely states also has interest in wild animals. The eminent 200

ers of the
(or game) parks in India were for pleasure,

wological garden or zoo. In India, the rul
ve collections and wildlife

scholar Sally Walker notes down- “Larly capli

n and K Sivaramkrishnan’s *India’s
rs’, in Valmik Thapar and

'See, Divyabhanush *At the Court of the Great Mughals’, in Mahesh Rangraja n
Environmental History’,Vol-I , Permanent Black, 2012: Valmik Thapar, *In the Court of Empero
he Cheetah in India’, Aleph, 2013.

others edited ‘Exotic Aliens: The Lion & t
ey e——————EE AL lnmﬂnm‘m______‘———]
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Unfaithful Milkmen and their Neglected
Cows: Disciplining the Gowalas in
Colonial Bengal

Arijit Kundu

Assistant Professor
PanchthupiHaripadaGouribala College

ABSTRACT: Colonial British Raj in India has taken several
steps for the controlling and supervising of people of different
tribes and castes for the purpose of making the disciplined
subjects. With rapid urbanisation of Calcutta and other towns of
Bengal, there was an increasing demand of milk supply for both
the British and Indian residents. This actually stimulated the
growth of cowsheds in the several areas of Calcutta and its
suburbs. The cowsheds or cattle byres of the gowalas (milkmen)
of Calcutta were taken into the spot of colonial supervision,
official inspection and legislation. Looking into gowalas, their
gowalghars and their treatment to their cows, this article wish
to locate the picture of unspoken world of gowalasor milkmen
and the condition of their milch cows of the city. The objective
of the article is to find out three images- firstly, the filthy cow-
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